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Money Event Case Study  
 

The Erne School Money Week 
Target group: whole school (Years 1–12) 
 
All year groups participated in class-based financial capability lessons for the first three days of Money 
Week. Then on Thursday, they took part in a Money Day; the timetable was collapsed so that pupils 
could rotate around a number of fun and practical activities. 

School Context  

The Erne School caters for young people with moderate learning difficulties from the age of four to 16+. 
It sits in pleasant mature grounds about a mile from Enniskillen town centre. There are 99 pupils on the 
roll, coming from all over County Fermanagh and parts of County Tyrone.  
 
Throughout the school, financial capability is an integral part of the curriculum across all the Key Stages. 
We view it as an essential life skill in pupils’ overall development, and we articulate this clearly in our 
vision statement: ‘Pupils will acquire essential life, technological and social skills to be able to live as 
independently as possible in an ever-changing world.’ Financial capability is also one of the priorities 
identified on the school development plan. 

Planning 

Training  
At an information session in June 2009, CCEA’s Financial Capability team met with maths teachers 
across the Key Stages. This heightened their awareness of the value of emphasising financial capability 
topics in the curriculum. 
 
At a preliminary meeting with a CCEA development officer in March 2010, we discussed the idea of 
holding a full Money Week for the whole school. We set a date for the following month and organised a 
planning meeting for the week before the event. 

Existing practice 
During the initial planning, it was clear that financial capability was being delivered across the Key 
Stages. It was also apparent that the Money Week would provide a further focus for staff and develop the 
pupils’ awareness of the need for good money management.  

Curricular areas 
We addressed a wide range of curricular areas, including mathematics and numeracy, language and 
literacy, personal development and mutual understanding (PDMU), art, music, information and 
communication technologies (ICT), and home economics. 
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Roles and responsibilities 
A very productive planning day with senior teachers and the CCEA officer resulted in an agreed format 
for the Money Week and the Money Day in particular. We spent time looking at resources and 
identifying how to involve visitors from local banks. We chose activities and drew up timetables for the 
Money Day. The CCEA officer and the team spoke to all staff at the end of the day to outline the 
programme and encourage full participation. Teachers were given the opportunity to examine resources 
that could be used in lessons during Money Week. 
 
In the lead-up to the event, we organised resources and purchased the necessary items for Money Day. 
We informed parents by letter and made contact with two local banks. We also invited the local press to 
the Money Day. 
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Overview of Activities  
The following tables provide an overview of the activities carried out by individual classes throughout Money Week. We hope they will provide 
a starting point for schools planning their own event. 

Primary  
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Whole-school 
events/activities 

Letters to parents one 
week before Money 
Week. 

 

  Celebration of Money 
Week assembly. 

Presentation of CCEA 
certificates. 

Pupil evaluation in 
form classes.  

Staff evaluation of 
Money Week and 
Money Day. 

Mathematics and 
numeracy 

 

 

 

 

 

Investigating coins 
(class 7). 

Recognising coins 
(classes 1/2, 3/4). 

Mr Money games / 
magnetic board 
games (class 5/6). 

Money games: giving 
correct money (class 
3/4) (for details, see 
primary activity E). 

Making amounts 
(class 7). 

Value of coins with 
Numicon money 
games (class 3/4). 

Number as coins 
(class 1/2). 

Mr Money games / 
magnetic board 
games (class 5/6). 

Money spiders (class 
7) (for details, see 
primary activity B).  

Piggy banks (class 
1/2). 

Mr Money games / 
magnetic board 
games (class 5/6). 

Count cups, plates, 
spoons for ice-cream 
parlour. Set table 
places with 1:1 (class 
3/4). 

Money Day activities. Money games (classes 
3/4, 5/6, 7) (for details, 
see primary activity E). 

Counting and paying 
for strawberries (class 
1/2).  

Dividing remaining 
food in halves (class 
3/4). 
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 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Language and 
literacy 

Writing menus for 
cafe (class 7) (for 
details, see primary 
activity A). 

Storybook 'In the 
trolley' (class 1/2). 

Creative writing, 'If I 
had a lot of money’ 
(class 5/6). 

Writing ingredients 
lists for cafe (class 7) 
(for details, see 
primary activity A).  

Storybook 'In the 
trolley' (class 1/2). 

Language of money, 
shopping stories 
(class 3/4). 

Storybook 'In the 
trolley' (class 1/2). 

Money Day activities. 

 

'If I were a millionaire' 
(class 7). 

Shared writing about 
Money Week (class 
3/4). 

The world around 
us 

Shopping street with 
Bee-Bots  (class 3/4). 

 

 

Discussion about 
shops (class 1/2).  

Shops / what can be 
bought / jobs (e.g. 
shopkeeper, waiter, 
cook), Moneyville 
game (for details, see 
primary activity D) 
(class 3/4). 

Making a Moneyville 
town model (class 7) 
(for details, see 
primary activity D).  

Find way to rooms 
for activities (class 
3/4). 

Money Day activities. Discussion: ‘Where 
you like to go to shop / 
what shops you like to 
visit’ (class 3/4). 

Other curricular 
areas 

Music / singing (class 
1/2). 

Making krispie buns 
for cafe (class 7) (for 
details, see primary 
activity A). 

Art: coin rubbings 
(class 3/4). 

Music / singing (class 
5/6).  

Making shortbread, 
top hats for cafe 
(classes 1/2, 5/6). Art: 
cafe posters / menus 
(class 7) (for details, 
see primary activity 
A). 

Art: making piggy 
banks; lost coin (class 
1/2) (for details, see 
primary activity F).  

Making jelly for the 
ice-cream shop (class 
7). 

 

Money Day activities. Music / singing: 'Ten 
shiny coins' (classes 
1/2, 3/4). 

 

http://www.moneyville.co.uk/
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Post-primary  
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Whole school events 
/ activities 

Letters to parents one 
week before Money 
Week. 

 

Collection of ‘brown 
money’ (for details, 
see post-primary 
activity A). 

 Celebration of Money 
Week assembly.  

Presentation of CCEA 
certificates. 

Pupil evaluation in 
form classes.  

Staff evaluation of 
Money Week and 
Money Day. 

Maths with financial 
capability 

Discussed budgeting 
and saving. Used 
interactive games on 
Nationwide 
Education (Years 11, 
12). 

Shopping activities: 
sorting and counting 
money (Years 8, 9) 
(for details, see post-
primary activity B). 

 

Discussion on where 
money comes from, 
jobs, benefits.  

Safekeeping of 
money (Years 11 and 
12 used Ulster Bank’s 
MoneySense 
resources)  

Money Day activities. Shopping: value for 
money, special offers, 
returning items, credit 
notes, gift vouchers. 
Used 
www.shoparound.org.u
k (Years 10, 11, 12). 

English with media 
education 

On the Money story 
‘Down the pan’ by 
Theresa Breslin (Year 
8) (for details, see 
post-primary activity 
C). 

 

Poetry: ‘If I were a 
millionaire’ (Year 8). 

On the Money story 
‘Down the pan’ by 
Theresa Breslin (Year 
11) (for details, see 
post-primary activity 
C). 

Money Day activities. Discussion / evaluation 
of Money Week and 
Money Day activities 
(all year groups). 

Home economics  Cooking for the cafe: 
costing ingredients, 
working out price 
(Years 8–12) (for 
details, see primary 
activity A). 

Cooking for the cafe 
(Years 8–12) (for 
details, see primary 
activity A). 

Cooking for the cafe 
(Years 8–12) (for 
details, see primary 
activity A). 

Money Day activities. Budgeting / home 
management for 
independent living  
(Years 8–12). 

http://www.nationwideeducation.co.uk/www/index.php
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/onthemoney
http://www.moneysense.ulsterbank.co.uk/ub_ms_ni/schools.asp
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/onthemoney
http://www.shoparound.org.uk/
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 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Geography  Fair trade 

discussions; fair wage 
for a day's work; rich 
world, poor world 
(Years 11, 12). 

Transport: costs, 
impact (Years 9, 10). 

Transport to and from 
the Buttermarket for 
cafe trip (Year 8). 

Money Day activities.  

Other curricular 
areas 

Art and design: 
money box cubes. 

ICT: researching 
various money 
games. 

 

Young enterprise: 
review of finances. 

LLW employability: 
skills and qualities for 
different jobs. 
Minimum wage. 

Money Day activities. LLW employability: 
looking around town at 
signs for businesses 
and services (e.g. 
cinema, tourist office, 
restaurants and hotels). 
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Money Day  
We suspended the normal timetable for the day while classes rotated around four activities. We held a 
celebration assembly for the whole school at the end of the day. 

Primary activities 
1. Cafe: Children in class 7 set up a cafe, which they called ‘Erne Delights’. In combined literacy and ICT 
lessons during Money Week, they made menus and posters. They made cards to display the ingredients 
used in the food items they were selling. All the children in each class made tray bakes for the cafe. On 
Money Day, Year 11 pupils came to work in the cafe. All the primary classes had the opportunity to visit 
the cafe, read the menu, and order and pay for real food and drinks. 

2. Ice-cream shop: The children in class 3/4 set up an ice-cream shop in their classroom. The pupils made 
display cards and menus, and priced the items individually. On Money Day, all the primary children 
visited the shop and purchased ice cream. Class 7 also made jelly to sell.  

3. Art – purses: The children visited class 1/2 and made purses. These were made from foam sheets and 
laced together with ribbon. The children decorated their purses, which were closed using a Velcro 
attachment, and put their own money into them.  

4. Shop area: We set up the corridor as a shop area for activity-based learning. The pupils all had access 
to this area during the week and on Money Day. The children took on various roles within the shop, 
including shop assistants and customers. They used a trolley or shopping baskets to do their shopping. 
Reusable bags and paper bags were used to pack the groceries. Some children paid using money, while 
others used a credit card. 

Post-primary activities 
1. MoneySense: A representative from the Ulster Bank talked to the groups about bank accounts and how 
to open an account. Using the resource at an interactive board, pupils were shown how to fill in a cheque 
and paying-in slip and how to use an ATM. Individual computers were available for pupils to carry out 
activities at their own pace. All pupils received Ulster Bank piggy banks and certificates of participation at 
the end of the session. 

2. Cafe visit: We arranged for children to visit a cafe in Enniskillen's Buttermarket. The pupils had the 
choice of a drink, tray bake or ice cream. We used the school minibus to transport the four groups and 
teachers. Parents were asked to send in £2 so that each pupil could choose and order their own food, then 
pay and check their change.  

3. ‘Brown money’ collection: We asked the school community to bring in ‘brown money’ (1p and 2p 
coins), which would be donated to Horizon West Children's Hospice. On Money Day pupils sorted the 
coins, counted them, bagged them ready for banking and counted the filled bags. We announced the total 
raised at the celebration assembly at the end of the day. Later, we presented a representative from the 
charity with a cheque.  

4. Moneyville: An education officer from the Danske Bank used an interactive board to show the pupils 
how to navigate the activities in Moneyville. The pupils carried out tasks to earn gold and silver coins, 
which they could then spend in the Moneyvilleshop or use to experience adventures. Pupils were given 
stickers and posters to take away. 

 

http://www.moneysense.ulsterbank.co.uk/ub_ms_ni/schools.asp
http://www.moneyville.co.uk/
http://www.moneyville.co.uk/
http://www.moneyville.co.uk/
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Activity Insight: Primary 
In this section, we examine six activities from the primary ‘overview of activities’ table in greater detail. 

Activity A: Cafe 'Erne Delights' 

Children in class 7 set up a cafe for Money Day, which they called 'Erne Delights'. In combined literacy 
and ICT lessons at the start of Money Week, they made menus and posters. They also made cards to 
display the ingredients of the food items they were selling. All children in each primary class made 
traybakes – krispie buns, top hats and shortbread – for the cafe. Year 11 pupils worked in the cafe on 
Money Day, taking orders from the primary children, serving them and taking their money. 

Learning intentions 

Pupils were learning to: 
 understand the concept of needing money to buy items in a cafe; and 
 order food and spend money. 

Resources 

 Cookery equipment and ingredients. 
 Cafe equipment – tablecloths, plates, cups, telephone, menus. 

Activity reflection 

The children very much enjoyed preparing and setting up the cafe, as well as visiting the cafe itself on 
Money Day. In addition to literacy and numeracy/financial capability skills, they were learning how to 
behave socially in a cafe environment (PDMU). There were also opportunities to develop thinking skills 
and personal capabilities, such as managing information (reading menus and ingredients lists) and 
decision-making (choosing how to spend their money). The children understood that you need money to 
buy things and that sometimes you don't have enough money. We had valuable discussions about the 
jobs in a cafe – cooks, waiters, cleaners, managers and so on (economic awareness and employability). 
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Activity B: Money spiders 

At the start of Money Week, children in class 7 made a large and attractive poster of a spider's web for 
the wall of their classroom. Each child was given a card spider with an amount of money on the face, 
such as 10p. They stuck different coins on the legs to make up that amount. For example, for 5p they 
could use one 5p or two 2p and one 1p. 

Learning intentions 

Pupils were learning to: 
 understand the concept of different coin values; and  
 combine coins to make an amount of money – 10p, 20p, 50p, £1. 

Resources 

 Background poster of a spider's web. 
 Paper/card spiders and coins. 
 Numicon resources for lower-ability pupils. 
 Number square for higher-ability pupils. 

Activity reflection 

The children found this a fun and challenging activity (numeracy/financial capability). There were 
opportunities to develop thinking skills and personal capabilities in managing information. Some 
children needed the Numicon to investigate the different ways to make up an amount, whereas others 
were able to do it in their heads. We provided star challenges for the higher-ability pupils, such as the 
coins needed to make £5. The final poster was attractive and a good talking point for Money Day. 
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Activity C: Understanding Money 

Children in class 7 watched the BBC programme Understanding Money, which explained: 
 where money comes from; 
 how to earn money; 
 keeping money safe; and 
 budgeting. 

 
We followed this up with circle-time discussions on the differences between needs and wants. 

Learning intentions 

Pupils were learning to: 
 identify the ways that people earn money; 
 understand the difference between needs and wants; and 
 understand what it means to budget their money. 

 

Resources 

 BBC DVD Understanding Money. 
 

Activity reflection 

We had excellent discussions after the children watched this DVD. Many of the pupils thought that 
money was available to them whenever they wanted something. We had valuable discussions on the 
difference between needs and wants, how to save money and how to budget for items that were 
important. This had strong links with PDMU in addition to the delivery of literacy and 
numeracy/financial capability skills. There were opportunities to develop thinking skills and personal 
capabilities, such as decision-making in identifying needs and wants. 
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Activity D: Making 'Moneyville' 

The pupils had used Moneyville, a financial capability resource provided by the Danske Bank, before 
they started this activity. Children in class 7 discussed the types of shops and services near their homes 
and near the school. They also discussed the ways in which money is used in these shops, such as the 
Post Office, bakery, hairdresser’s, butcher’s and bank. They looked at photographs of businesses on the 
internet. They made a plan of a shop front or service building, and then they made the building using 
cardboard cereal boxes and stuck them onto 'Moneyville Street'. 

Learning intentions 

Pupils were learning to identify various shops and services in their local area. 

Resources 

 Craft materials: cardboard cereal boxes, paints, crayons, colouring pencils. 
 Internet / photographs of shops, goods and services. 

Activity reflection 

As well as being an art lesson, the children were experiencing PDMU, literacy and numeracy/financial 
capability skills. There were also opportunities to develop thinking skills and personal capabilities such 
as managing information. We had valuable discussions about the shops found on the high street and 
those situated out of town, such as car showrooms and large shopping centres. This connected to The 
World Around Us and economic awareness. 

 

http://www.moneyville.co.uk/
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Activity E: Money games 

Children in class 3/4 used the following games at the start of Money Week: 
 Put some money in my pocket. We placed different amounts of money in a coat pocket; the 

children took out the money and identified the coins. The children could also put a sum of money 
into the pocket. 

 I have _____. What have you got? Using real money, the children learned to recognise and name 
each coin by handling it. 

 Show me _____. The children were able to use real coins to show an amount of money.  
 Mr Money. A picture of a man made up of coins on a board. Children threw a dice with coin 

values on it. They then placed the relevant coin on a part of Mr Money. 
 Matching games. Coins were placed on value cards, with coins of the same value placed together. 
 Interactive board activities using Numicon. 
 Websites with money games: www.topmarks.co.uk and www.durham.schooljotter.com/coxhoe 

Learning intentions 

Pupils were learning to: 
 recognise and name coins; and  
 understand that money is needed to buy things. 

Resources 

 Real coins, laminated pictures of coins on lollipop sticks, coin picture cards. 
 Coat with pocket. 
 Laminated card showing 'Mr Money', drawn with body parts consisting of coins. 
 Dice, value cards. 

Activity reflection 

The children had great fun with these activities and learning took place in a relaxed, happy manner. By 
the end of the week, they understood that they would rather have a £1 coin than 1p because they could 
buy more with it. They learned to recognise and name each coin. The activity was ideal preparation for 
Money Day, when they brought in a small amount of their own money to spend in the cafe. In addition to 
numeracy/financial capability skills, they were learning that money is needed to buy things and that 
sometimes you don't have enough money (PDMU). In addition, there were opportunities to develop 
thinking skills and personal capabilities, such as managing information in the recognising and matching 
of coins. 

 

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/
http://www.durham.schooljotter.com/coxhoe
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Activity F: Lost coin/piggy bank 

This topic was linked to the story of the lost coin/RE. Children in class 1/2 searched the classroom for a 
hidden coin. Role play and a worksheet drew out the idea that money should be looked after carefully. 
The children then made their own piggy banks. They counted money and put the coins in their piggy 
banks. 

Learning intentions  

Pupils were learning to: 
 understand that money has value and should be kept in a safe place; and  
 make a piggy bank and put coins in it.  

Resources 

 Pretend kitchen, brush, large coin, worksheet/Bible. 
 Money display. 
 Piggy bank template, scissors, glue, stampers, glitter. 

Activity reflection 

The children very much enjoyed the drama and worksheet. In addition to language and literacy skills, 
they experienced active learning that was relevant and enjoyable. They enhanced their 
numeracy/financial capability skills through counting and putting the 1p coins in their piggy banks. 
These initial activities prepared the children well for Money Day.  
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Activity Insight: Post-primary 
In this section, we examine three activities from the post-primary ‘overview of activities’ table in greater 
detail. 

Activity A: 'Brown money' collection 

We asked the whole school to bring in ‘brown money’ (1p and 2p coins), which would be donated to 
Horizon West Children's Hospice. On Money Day, the children sorted and counted the coins, placing 
them into groups of 10p. Then they counted in tens to make 100 pence (£1), which was put in a bag. The 
total amount counted (£245) was revealed in the celebration assembly at the end of the day.  

Learning intentions 

Pupils were learning to: 
 sort coins, counting in 1ps and 2ps; and 
 understand that 100 1p coins = £1 and 50 2p coins = £1. 

Resources 

 1p and 2p coins. 
 Money bags. 

Activity reflection 

The pupils really enjoyed counting the coins and got great satisfaction from bagging the money. They 
also enjoyed counting the filled bags to calculate the total amount. Each group knew how much had been 
counted while they were there. They were aware that the money was going to charity, and this made 
them feel good every time the bags were filled (PDMU, concern for others). Pupils felt that they had 
developed their skills in sorting and counting money. Less able pupils sorted 1p and 2p coins into groups 
for the more able pupils, who then counted money into £1 amounts (numeracy/financial capability 
skills). There were also opportunities to develop thinking skills and personal capabilities, such as 
managing information and working with others. A few weeks after Money Week, we presented a 
representative from the Hospice with a cheque in front of the school. 
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Activity B: Shopping activities 

At the start of Money Week, the Year 8 maths class worked on money. The more able pupils worked 
specifically on shopping activities, using catalogues to ‘buy’ gifts for family and friends. They also used 
calculators to work out the total amount they planned to spend. They calculated the cost of items to 
furnish a room (idea taken from the resource Spending Sense). Some pupils calculated the bill for buying 
items in a cafe. Less able pupils used Numicon resources to help them understand the difference between 
1p and 2p coins. 

Learning intentions  

Pupils were learning to: 
 count money and find totals using a calculator; and  
 count money using 1p and 2p coins. 

Resources 

 Spending Sense 
 catalogues 
 calculators 

Activity reflection 

The children found this a fun and challenging activity (numeracy/financial capability). There were 
opportunities to develop thinking skills and personal capabilities in managing information. However, 
some children needed the Numicon to investigate the different ways to make an amount whereas others 
were able to do this in their heads. We provided star challenges, such as working out the coins needed to 
make £5, for higher-ability pupils. The final poster was attractive and a good talking point for Money 
Day. 

 

http://www.pfeg.org/teaching_resources/resources/spending_sense.html
http://www.pfeg.org/teaching_resources/resources/spending_sense.html
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Activity C: On the Money 

In preparation for the ‘brown money’ collection and the counting activity on Money Day, we used the 
story ‘Down the pan’ from On the Money in English lessons. This highlighted the importance of helping 
others and the idea of giving money to charity. The story linked well with the school's annual collection 
for charity. 

Learning intentions  

Pupils were learning how to use money to help others. 

Resources 

 'Down the pan' from On the Moneyby Theresa Breslin (LT Scotland)  

Activity reflection 

The pupils enjoyed the story, particularly its humour. They were able to recall important parts of the 
story and were introduced to key words such as enterprise, interest and profit (numeracy/financial 
capability skills). Pupils found the story interesting and enjoyed the illustrations. We had valuable 
discussions about the issues it raised, such as how some people in the world are less well off than people 
in this country (communication, economic awareness). 

 

http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/onthemoney
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/onthemoney
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Overall Evaluation  

We felt that this was a successful and enjoyable event. Pupils had a lot of fun and found it very exciting. 
One teacher reported that it ‘put the fun back into teaching’. 

The forward planning, organisation and commitment of our staff led to the overall success of the project, 
and Money Day in particular. 

The contribution of the banks in the post-primary activities made learning very real for pupils, and the 
visit to the cafe enabled them to put the skills they had covered in class into practice. 

We planned the event to cater for the full range of age and ability in the school, and the activities we 
chose enabled all pupils to participate at a level suitable to their needs and level of understanding. 

The future 
We will hold Money Day every year as part of a broader Numeracy Week. 

A possible development would be to involve senior pupils in an enterprise. They could produce goods or 
provide a service to earn money in the lead-up to Money Day and use their earnings to buy items that 
were made and sold by another group. 

Our primary staff would like to invite bank personnel to come into their classes to talk to the children, or 
arrange a visit to a bank 

 

Comments / Quotes 
“Learning through enjoyment and fun is crucial for our pupils. They loved moving around the activities. 
There was a wonderful atmosphere with a real buzz about the school.”  N. M'Elroy (principal) 
 
“Money Day provided the children with the opportunity to look at all sorts of things to do with money in 
a fun and useful way.” E. Keown (SMT) 
 
“It put the fun back into teaching and learning.” E. Corps (design and technology) 
 
“Focused learning intentions were in place.” J. Rooney (primary) 
 
“This is the best Thursday ever!” Year 8 pupil 
 
“I learned how to set up a bank account and use an ATM.” KS4 pupil 
 
“I need money to buy things.” KS1 pupil 
 
“I know how to order food in a cafe.” KS2 pupil 
 
“I would like to visit the bank.” KS2 pupil 

 


